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Dear Parents and Carers

It was a real pleasure to welcome so many families to our three Open Mornings this week. After an introduction to
the school, prospective pupils and parents were given guided tours of lessons and facilities by our senior prefect
team. With 25 different primary schools and well over 100 families across the three mornings, we very much
appreciated the time, engagement and positive feedback we received. | must also pass on my thanks to our senior
team who received so many complimentary comments about their presentation and knowledge of the school.

Due to the amount of interest, we have organised one final Open Afternoon on Tuesday 21st October at 2.15pm
(poster attached), for anyone who was not able to attend previously; please email:
NChalkley@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk to book a place.

On Tuesday we had the great pleasure of hosting Lee Spencer, who was a Royal Marine Commando for 24 years
before a tragic turn of events in 2014 when he lost his leg helping at the scene of a motorway accident. Lee spoke
to a packed hall of over 250 Year 10 and 11 students, followed by the Sixth Form, and held them captivated by his
life story, and strong message about seizing every opportunity that comes your way. The feedback from the
students has been hugely positive and all were keen to share his next fundraising mission for ‘Rock2Recovery’ — do
take a look if you can:

https://sportsgiving.co.uk/sponsor/activity/r2r-goes-to-kili-october-2025/lee-harriet

Our good friends at Brit Valley Rotary very kindly sponsored three of our students, Lila Jukes, Winnie Chaney and
Ashton Snyder, to participate in the Rotary Young Leader Award (RYLA). On Wednesday, the students gave a
presentation to a joint assembly of both Bridport Rotary Clubs, at a special club meeting, covering their experiences
of a week in the Welsh mountains! All three represented the school magnificently, demonstrating their
communication skills and talking though the many activities undertaken. Our thanks to Rotary for providing our
students with this unique and rewarding opportunity.

The A Level Art and Photography students have had a busy three days in Cornwall this week. After a tour of
Falmouth University and an afternoon in their studios, they experienced a rich range of museums and galleries
around St Ives on Thursday and Friday, as further stimuli for their coursework pieces. My thanks to Mr Haigh for his
support on this trip, there are some photos on the Facebook page.

Please can | remind parents and carers that students should NOT be ringing home on their mobile phones
during the school day; we are a mobile free site during school hours. If a student is unwell they should speak with
First Aid, and Reception will always help if students need to contact family members in an emergency. Your support
in reminding students of this is much appreciated.

We hope the weather will be kind for The Big Green Day, run by The Beaminster Eco Group, taking place on the
school grounds this Saturday from 10am until 3pm. There are refreshments and children’s activities (see attached)
as well as ideas for ways to reduce living costs, cut waste and your carbon footprint, enjoy low cost healthy food
and grow wildlife gardens. Some of our Year 9 students will also be presenting ideas that have been put forward to
The Neighbourhood Plan around public transport, a community garden, bee hives and an outdoor gym — so please
do come along!

Next week sees the first of our regular Reading Weeks which are designed to engage pupils with challenging

literature through staff-led read aloud sessions. The first book is ‘The Giver’ by Lois Lowry, a story setin a
dystopian future where ‘sameness’ is the order of the day.
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Year 11 Geographers are off to Lyme Regis on Tuesday to undertake important elements of fieldwork. The visit
will help students to better understand the geographical concepts they have studied in their coastal landscapes,
such as erosion and harbour regeneration.

We are very much looking forward to seeing a good number of you at the Year 13 Parents’ Evening on
Wednesday being held at the Sir John Colfox Academy. This early meeting will provide a clear overview of the year
and will enable individual conversations to ensure we can make the best possible progress together.

A reminder that all parents should have received a digital link from Tempest with details of how to view and
purchase school photos (it will have been sent to the primary contact). Please contact us as soon as possible if
you have not received a link as the deadline for free delivery of orders back to school is Wednesday 1st October.
Any other queries should be made to Tempest: 01736 751555 (option 3).

Unfortunately the BSPTA had to cancel their meeting last night at short notice, it will now take place at 6pm on
Thursday 2" October in the 61" Form Centre. Anyone wishing to attend remotely via Teams can be sent a link by
emailing: treasurer.bspta@gmail.com

Finally, we are welcoming nearly seventy Year 3 and 4 Primary Futsal students to Beaminster on Thursday for the
first in a series of events for our local schools. There is always a huge amount of fun, and learning, that takes place,
with my thanks to Mr Hobby for co-ordinating this year long programme.

Maiden Newton YFC are looking to recruit additional players to join their U13 team, details attached.

With the eagerly anticipated Ryder Cup now under way, and the Women’s Rugby World Cup Final against Canada
on Saturday, there is plenty of sport to enjoy this weekend.

Mr Hales
Headteacher
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