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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The continued warm sunshine has been most welcome this week and also helped to set the perfect backdrop to our 
School Open Evening on Wednesday, along with the tense England game! It was lovely to welcome so many 
families, from nearly 30 different schools, to tour the facilities, speak with staff and students and take advantage of 
the many activities on offer. My thanks for the very positive feedback and complimentary emails that we have 
received following this very busy evening, with many particularly commenting on how polite and courteous our 
students are, so well done to all the student helpers for being such fantastic ambassadors for our school!  
 
On Tuesday it was the turn of Year 9 and 10 students to get involved in their Post-16 days, designed to show them 
the many opportunities available at the end of Year 11. Year 9 had an excellent day over at Weymouth College, 
experiencing a number of different vocational options, whilst Year 10 went to either Yeovil College or joined our 
Sixth Form with Sir John Colfox students for the day. Both sets of students were a credit to the school and gained a 
great deal from the day.  
 
This was followed by a Year 10 Post-16 Information Evening where Mrs Walters and Mr Teasdale, Heads of Sixth 
Form, talked to families about the different routes available through our own joint Sixth Form, colleges, 
apprenticeships and other routes into work. We very much appreciated the attendance on such a warm evening 
and the many insightful questions that were discussed. 
 
Twenty-five Beaminster student leaders completed training before supporting the Mountjoy Sports Day, on 
Wednesday. Mountjoy supports students with complex needs, significant learning difficulties and physical 
disabilities, and our leaders assisted across two sessions for both primary and secondary-aged students. In glorious 
sunshine, they worked alongside students with a wide range of needs, building meaningful relationships through 
inclusive activities. Introducing the students to one another created valuable opportunities for connection, empathy 
and understanding. The experience was highly rewarding, developing the confidence, communication and 
leadership skills of our student leaders while ensuring every participant could enjoy a positive and memorable day. 
My thanks to everyone involved for this wonderful event. 
 
Over forty Year 10 Art students used the trainline to get up to London and widen their cultural experiences at The 
National and Tate Modern galleries. During a very busy day the students experienced a rich range of different 
artists’ work and one of Mr Vine’s famous walking tours, before arriving home safely, but very tired, at 10pm. 
Thursday was also our final Charity Day of the year with students raising money for the Wrong Trousers. Thanks 
to Year 9 for their activities and the planning of an Ice-Cream Van, everyone enjoyed some fun and refreshments 
and raised nearly £500 for good causes. 
 
This was our last Reading Week of the year, which focused on favourite children’s books chosen by staff. The 
benefits of reading young children’s books are numerous, from modelling sentence structure to lowering stress and 
cognitive fatigue and, of course, the joyful stories and beautifully illustrated books. My thanks to Miss Rollick for 
another fantastic year of reading. 
 
On Monday we are welcoming our new Year 7 cohort. With the year group bursting at the seams, Ms Jones, Ms 
Gibson and Mrs Dinsmore have been kept very busy visiting primary schools and assisting with transition visits. All 
of the students will have two days with us, Monday and Tuesday, when they will experience a range of lessons and 
important routines, meet key staff and undertake an extended project in Technology. We then look forward to 
seeing them with their parents and carers at 6.30pm on Wednesday evening.  
 
On Thursday at 6.30pm we have the Summer Music Concert. This is always a wonderful evening with a rich 
repertoire of talent from across the year groups, so please do come along and enjoy an evening of real quality.  



To round off the week we have Sports Day, weather permitting, on Friday. The first two lessons of the day run as 
normal, unless students are involved in Field Events, and then we will have an early lunch to leave the whole 
afternoon available for track and field athletics. The forecast currently is for sun, so please ensure that all students 
have a refillable water bottle, a hat and sun cream with them. They can also attend school on Friday in their PE kit. 
 
Bookings for the Schools Out! Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme are now open with fun activities 
and tasty food free of charge to children who are in receipt of benefit-related or targeted free school meals and 
open to fee-paying families, with the majority of events accessible to children of all abilities.   Anyone interested can 
register online: Holiday activities and food (HAF) programme - Dorset Council  
 
Please see the attached information regarding the Jurassic Multi-Cultural Family Picnic and Family Help Advice 
Sessions. 
 
Finally, I do hope that you are able to enjoy the warm weekend and get some additional rest before England play 
Mexico in the early hours of Monday morning. 
 
Mr Hales 
Headteacher 
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