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Dear Parents and Carers

As we reach the end of this first, full week of term students have nearly completed lessons with each member of
staff and are settling well into the routines and rhythms of school life.

We have started the new school year with very high levels of attendance, and | thank you all for your support with
this. Attendance at school is crucial for academic achievement, wellbeing, and students’ wider development, as well
as preparing them for a successful transition to adulthood.

Thank you for your ongoing support with the buses. Our friends at First are working hard behind the scenes to find
a solution as soon as possible, but have asked us to remind you that all students must have their bus passes
every day and must show their passes when boarding the bus as they do need to know how many students
they are carrying.

Should you need to inform us of an absence please do remember to use our dedicated Absence Line (available
24 hours) 01308 861917. This helps to keep our main office line available for other calls whilst enabling our
attendance team to deal with absences swiftly and, should you need any support, get in touch to discuss ways that
we may be able to help. Please do keep this number handy, it can be found on all school headed paper, every page
of the school website and, along with other key contact information, on the back page of the Parent Handbook.

All absences should be reported as early as possible ensuring the student’s name and reason for absence is
included.

Please do remember to always include the student’s full name whenever you contact the school, it really helps
us to be able to direct your query to the right person more quickly, and a reminder to ensure that all student
uniform and belongings are clearly and indelibly named so that any lost items can be easily returned when
found.

Our Year 7 and 8 students started the day with a rousing singing assembly this morning, so do have a look at the
short video on our Facebook page!

Looking ahead, we have individual school photos for all students on Monday. Students have been very smatrt this
week and will need to be in full school uniform for the photos.

The Clubs and Activities list for this term is attached and available on the school website, and all students will
have a hard copy to bring home with them on Monday. (Please note that Mrs Dinsmore has added an Anime Club
for Year 7 on Friday lunchtime in Hub 4, which is not on the print copies). | would strongly encourage all students to
get involved in at least one of these clubs, there are lots to choose from.

There is an important meeting for all Year 10 students, parents and carers on Wednesday 17th September, at
6.30pm in the hall, with our Introduction to GCSEs and Work Experience Information Evening. This is always a
very positive event where we explain the requirements of the GCSE courses, highlight progression routes and
outline the steps to a successful Work Experience fortnight in May 2026.

Thursday sees another of our many trips and visits planned for this year. Following on from the successful 3D Art
visit to Roche Court on Tuesday, Year 11 Fine Art students are going to Tate Modern to see a range of artists’ work
that will enable them to produce the first-hand responses that are needed as part of their research for their final
GCSE coursework projects.

The first Inter-House competition is also on Thursday with the ever-enjoyable Fun Run. All students will be off
timetable for one period so that they can earn points for their House by completing the course and, for some,
gaining extra points by coming in the top group.
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Friday sees our first non-uniform charity day for all students, with Year 8 supporting the Jeans4Genes charity.
Students will be able to attend in full non-uniform, preferably wearing jeans, if they make a £1 donation to charity.
During period 4 our Student Council has its first meeting, with the group sharing feedback on the first two weeks of
term, reviewing the priorities for the year and electing their chair and vice-chair.

With our year groups very full, we have already received a lot of calls regarding school places for September 2026.
We will be holding three Open Mornings from 9-10am in the week beginning 22" September so that
prospective pupils and parents can see the school in action. The information attached has already been widely
circulated to primary schools, and is also available on our school website and social media pages. Please do feel
free to share the dates and spread the word to any families who may be interested — as always, students are
warmly invited to attend the mornings with their parents.

After last year’s successful event, The Big Green Day is taking place on Saturday 27t September between 10am
and 3pm in the Beaminster School grounds. There will be lots of practical ideas, as well as refreshments, music and
activities. Please see the attached poster for further information.

Also attached is some information for aspiring musicians, Music Futures.

Finally, Year 8 student, Riley House, has been growing his hair since the beginning of lockdown, reaching 12
inches in length! During the summer, Riley had his hair cut and, inspired by his Auntie who recently lost her hair due
to cancer treatments, donated his hair to the Little Princess Trust to help support others. Well done Riley, what a
very special and kind thing to do, living out our school ethos of Ambition, Service and Kindness. You can see some
photos on Riley on our Facebook page.

There will be a few tired students, and staff, after these first few days back, but I am very encouraged by the work
completed and trust that you all enjoy a restful weekend.

Mr Hales
Headteacher
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