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Dear Parents and Carers

After the glorious blue skies at the turn of the New Year, we have settled into a very damp January. Please do
remind students that they should only be wearing a school coat, and that there are plenty of wet weather spaces
available across the site, including our vibrant Library or in the various clubs and activities running (see attached),
so students can keep indoors and dry during the wet breaks.

With ‘Blue Monday’ nearly upon us we have teamed up with all our West Dorset Primary partners to support Prout
Bridge in their fundraising efforts with a non uniform day for all students on Monday 19" January (please
remember the change of date). This will ensure that the great work they do in the community can continue, as well
as bringing a little cheer on this mid-January morning!

Our unique ‘Activities Week’ requires considerable organisation and flexibility, so | am very grateful for your swift
return of the forms and thankful that | have Mrs Stone to co-ordinate this vast event. All students in Years 7-10
must complete a form, so please could we have any final forms returned by Monday so that we can meet as many
requests as possible.

The Year 11, 12 and 13 Drama students enjoyed an engrossing live theatre production of “Lost Atoms” by Frantic
Assembly at the Bristol Old Vic on Thursday. A stunning physical performance about love and memories moved the
students, and will give them plenty to write about in their exam. They were a pleasure to spend the afternoon with.

We are now only two weeks away from our school play, ‘Chariots of Fire’. The cast and crew are very excited to
be welcoming you to their production as the final arrangements are being made. Tickets are now on sale via
ParentMail at just £6 for adults, £4 for students, so do get in quickly to secure your seats!

We are also eagerly anticipating the Spring Art Exhibition at Sou’ Sou’ West Gallery in Symondsbury, now
running daily until Sunday 25th January, with a special launch morning from 10am-12pm on Saturday 17t
January. Students have studied a range of media, across the year groups, including sculpture, collagraph
printmaking, monoprints, group pieces for collage and expressive ink and wax resist imagery. We are delighted with
the art that our young people have made and hope that you are able to visit and enjoy this exhibition, poster
attached.

We have been fortunate to secure the services of Dorset colleagues to provide some cyberbullying workshops
for a small number of students from each year group. During the one hour interactive sessions students will take
part in a range of activities that will stimulate discussion and provide feedback for us on the level of understanding
of issues around types of cyberbullying, the effects on young people and how we, as a community, can respond
better.

Our ‘Flying Start’ students have now completed all their preparations and, working with mentors from Leonardo
Helicopters, will begin their glider builds on Thursday. Mr Crossland has been very impressed by their commitment
to undertake most of this work after school and is hoping that the innovative designs will develop throughout the
glider construction stage.

Details of a free “Introduction to Autism” session being run in Dorchester on 10" February and how to book a
place are on the attached poster.

We have a current vacancy for a Parent Governor to join our dedicated Governing Body. Information was
ParentMailed out to all on Tuesday and can also be found on the school website: Governor Recruitment |
beaminsterschool If you have any questions, or would simply like to find out more about being a Governor, please
feel free to contact the Clerk, Tanya Harley Tharley@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk who will be very happy to help. All
applications are required by Monday 2" February.
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Finally, former Beaminster student, Archie Rowell, has teamed up with local actor and taxi driver, Dan Gaisford, to
produce a true story called RANK This explores how a taxi driver’s life is turned upside down by an epic encounter
with a young woman and her two small children who use his services to travel cross-country to buy a horse. As the
odyssey unfolds, and the woman’s situation becomes known, the taxi driver must decide whether to get involved or
step away! This compelling show goes on tour around Dorset from Thursday 29 January, so do see the attached
for more information.

| wish you all a restful weekend.

Mr Hales
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