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3rd October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers

As September turns to October it is great to see so many clubs and activities available and participation numbers
strong across the school. We know that involvement in these opportunities has such a positive impact on children’s
attitude to school, so please do encourage your child to attend, a copy is attached and the list can also be found on
the school website: Beaminster School Calendar and Term Dates

Just yesterday evening, it was wonderful to see the energy and commitment of our school play team who are busy
rehearsing for ‘Chariots of Fire’, at the end of January. The Running Club were clocking up the miles, whilst
students were making good use of the library during Homework Club. This is all on top of the many lunchtime clubs
which included Art, French, Geography, History, Lego, Maths and Photography.

Our Reading Week has seen KS3 students captivated by Lois Lowry’s book, The Giver, a story set in a dystopian
future where ‘sameness’ is the order of the day. Of the many themes raised, hopefully the students recognise the
importance of individual freedom and choice over enforced conformity, and the necessity of embracing the full
human experience, including both pain and pleasure, as an essential part of life: do ask your child what they
thought of the book.

Year 11 Geographers were treated to a perfect day for fieldwork, on Tuesday, as they explored the coastal
landscapes and erosion and harbour regeneration for their coursework studies. The students were a pleasure to
spend time with and my thanks to Ms Crabb for organising this experience, there are a few photos on the Facebook

page.

It was also a pleasure to see so many families at the Year 13 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday. This early meeting
provided an opportunity to reflect on the first year of study, to identify key areas for development and to discuss the
forthcoming trial examinations. My thanks for making this such a worthwhile evening.

The recent Book Fair was a great success with nearly £200 worth of books being sold, as well as 120 bags of
sweet book worms (!), raising over £40 to buy new books for the library that our students have requested. The Fair
created a great atmosphere in the library which, with the recent refurbishment and activities provided by Mrs Dodds,
is proving a favourite lunchtime venue.

Mr Wagstaff was delighted with the performance of the Year 11 Rugby team at Wednesday’s 10's

tournament. After hard fought battles with Woodroffe and Thomas Hardye, and a couple of injuries, the team grew
in confidence, led by captain Hardy Lancaster, working on their strengths to win the last game against Wey Valley
12-0 in the 5th/6th playoff final.

There was a fantastic afternoon of FUTSAL, on Thursday, with the Year 3 and 4 students making it a captivating
curtain raiser to the primary sports season! Congratulations to Beaminster St Mary’s who have now made it back-
to-back wins and retained the trophy, with Salway Ash runners up. The Year 9 Sports Leaders organised events
impeccably and chose Obi Taylor’'s exquisite free kick as moment of the tournament.

Unfortunately, our neighbours on Fleet Street are still having to deal with some unhelpful and inconsiderate driving
and parking at the start and end of school. With many of their households leaving for work, the traffic is becoming
dangerous and more care is needed. Please would all families avoid using Fleet Street as a drop-off and use the
town centre or Memorial Playing Fields car parks from where a safe, short walk in to school is available.

Looking ahead to next week, we have the Year 10 Rugby tournament, as well as the first Area Netball

tournament with Year 11, on Tuesday. On Thursday, the first of our Year 10 separate science groups are off to
Wessex Water to study processes linked to their GCSE.
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We are then very much looking forward to welcoming many of you for our annual Senior Presentation Evening
from 6.30pm on Thursday October 9th. This is always a wonderful event when we take some time to celebrate the
many achievements of our senior students. Invitations have been sent out to all our award winners so please do
complete the short response form on the link in the invitation as soon as possible (even if unable to attend) to help
with our planning, and by Tuesday 7th October at the latest.

A reminder that we have one final Open Afternoon for prospective new students and their families at 2.15 on
Tuesday 215t October, and there is Jazz Concert taking place in St Mary's Church on Saturday, details attached.

Enjoy the first October weekend.

Mr Hales
Headteacher
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