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Dear Parents and Carers

We welcomed Reverend Baldwin to assemblies this week to celebrate the Easter story and its message of hope
and renewal.

One of the puzzles of our humanity is how we are capable of both great cruelty and great kindness. This paradox of
human life runs through the Easter story and in the scenes that daily come before our eyes — at one moment,
terrible images of human suffering and, in another, heroic acts in war-torn countries where humanitarians of every
kind risk their own lives to protect the lives of others.

The Reverend’s message also reminded me of the importance of an open mind in a world that can be driven by
algorithmic certainty. Doubt is not weakness in our society but a subtle form of strength, for it helps us to listen,

debate and appreciate that it is often in the coming together of opposing ideas that both sides find, somewhat to
their surprise, that we have found an understanding that transcends both. One of the joys of working with young
people is seeing so many classrooms full of curiosity, questions and wonder that reinforce our faith in the future.

As our Year 11 and 13 enter approach the Easter break and the height of the exam season, we know that they may
be feeling the pressure and need some support. So it is good to know that Kooth, commissioned by Dorset NHS is
a free, safe, and anonymous digital mental health service for young people (aged 10-18) in Dorset. Access the full
toolkit here

We had another fantastic day of sport with Basketball and Football House Matches on Wednesday and an
outstanding number of competitors. Well done everyone, and a final shout out to the Year 11s who competed
brilliantly in their last ever house matches.

It was then a very busy end to Wednesday with the Year 8 Consultation Evening. Thank you for the many positive
conversations that took place, and do contact your child’s Tutor if there are any issues that require following up.

On Thursday, the School Council were raising funds for their development projects with an Easter Egg Hunt at
lunchtime. The students had great fun using the woods to follow clues and nearly £100 was raised to put towards
the designated projects.

Also on Thursday, the Spring Concert was another impressive evening of music and performance from students
across the ages. We were spoilt with over twenty performances from instrumentalists, singers, the School Choir and
the Jazz Band. My thanks to so many of you for attending, to all the performers, the wonderful BSPTA for
refreshments, Mr Jeffs and the technical team and, of course, to Mrs Edwards for putting it all together.

We finished today with much excitement as the End of Term Raffle celebrated the many students who have
earned rewards over the past 3 months. With a smart tablet, wireless earphones, a smart watch and many
chocolate prizes, there was much to enjoy for the lucky winners, who were drawn from over 1900 tickets!

Our GCSE History Trip to the Western Front Battlefields left at midnight and safely navigated the ferry to northern
France this morning. They have a packed programme, including visits to the Menin Gate, museums, and key
battlefield and cemetery sites that will reinforce a great deal of the GCSE work covered with immersive and hands-
on experience. My thanks to Mr Langford, Miss Patten and Mr See for providing this rich opportunity.


https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=d7ef7460ac&e=9cff9bfd9e
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=acb02f4ef7&e=9cff9bfd9e
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=acb02f4ef7&e=9cff9bfd9e

The Library newsletter for April is attached, with details of fantastic discount offers on books purchased from our
friends at Beaminster Books for students, and also on any books that are purchased for the school Library from
the book “wish list” on the newsletter. Our thanks to Beaminster Books for their support.

Details are also attached about the Prout Bridge Easter party on 28" March, and a Beaminster Eco Group talk
on Wild Bees on 14t April.

Bridmet have a number of exciting apprenticeship opportunities available for our students, DevOps Engineer,
Manufacturing, and Sheet Metal, and are keen to reach as many potential candidates as possible, so do see the
attached.

We still have a lot of water bottles in lost property. A ClassCharts announcement has been sent out with a photo
S0 you can see them all, owners will need to claim them as soon as possible pleas or they will be disposed of.

We return, after Easter, on Monday April 13", with a lot to pack in before the GCSE and A2 examinations start on
Friday May 8™. However, there is also much to enjoy with a screening of Macbeth for Year 9 at The Electric
Palace in Bridport on the morning of Tuesday April 14, and the start of numerous visits to the 25 primary schools
we are drawing our September Year 7 cohort from.

Don’t forget that the clocks ‘spring forward’ on Sunday and, we hope, will provide all of us with a welcome
opportunity to enjoy our local area and have a restful Easter break.

Mr Hales
Headteacher
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