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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The extreme heat has left us all feeling discombobulated and fatigued this week, therefore, the decision to move 
our learning online for Thursday was not an easy one take. I know that it always has significant ramifications for 
families, but it was taken with the best interests of student and staff wellbeing during this challenging period. 
 
Before the arrival of the heat, the 6th Form Summer Ball at Bridport Golf Club, last Friday, provided the perfect 
ending for our Year 13 and a great antidote to the stresses and strains of the recent examinations. They all looked 
resplendent on arrival, with much fun, dancing and discussion, before a slightly more dishevelled departure to close 
the evening! 
 
It was also lovely to welcome so many parents, carers, past students of the school and friends to the much-
anticipated Year 11 Prom at Haselbury Mill. All the students look dazzling and it was great fun sharing the arrivals 
together with the procession of various vehicles and tractors! The students then celebrated with a delicious meal 
and a disco filled with a range of dance moves! It was a real pleasure to share one final evening together and I wish 
them all an enjoyable summer, with results day on Thursday August 20th. 
 
The Beaminster Tug of War team celebrated much success at the National Tug of War Championships in Kendal 
last weekend. Year 10 Grace House, Year 11 Eliza Curtis, and former students, Oliver Bagwell, Thomas Dry and 
Edward House, took Gold, with Grace, Eliza and Year 10 Chloe Caddy also winning Gold in the Ladies Youth, 
meaning they are National Champions and may be selected to attend the British and Irish Championships in Cork in 
August and the Worlds in South Africa in September! Grace also was asked to pull for Felton Eccles on their 4x4 
team (4 boys and 4 girls) … and also won Gold, bringing her count to 3 Golds for this competition, an amazing 
achievement! There are some photos on our Facebook page, courtesy of Beaminster TOW team. 
 
There were a record-breaking number of entries this year for the Somerset & Dorset School Choir competition 
so I am delighted to announce that Mrs Edwards and our school choir have been awarded the Bronze prize in the 
secondary category; many congratulations! The Choir Competition is a joint event delivered by Jackdaws Music 
Education Trust, Somerset Music and Dorset Music Service supported by Octagon Music Hub, and funded by Arts 
Council England and the Department for Education. 

Thanks to the support of Dorset Community Energy, Greenford School received an exciting afternoon of science 
outreach last week. Mrs Rychnovsky and Alison Jay delivered a session all about renewable energy, including a fun 
activity using solar panels to produce electricity and demonstrate how a spinning motor works. The sun shone! 
 
Nearly 100 families have accessed the free membership and wide-ranging number of talks provided by FACE 
Parenting Courses & Talks | ADHD, Behaviour & More (FACE) - please see the attached programme for July. 
Just go to the website and click on ‘parents’ in the box at the top to view the 16 regular talks shown on the 
attachment. To Access Talks just choose a topic and click through the booking calendar to find a date and time that 
suits you. At the payment stage, where it says add promo code, enter the code BM040425. This will reduce the 
price from £24 to £0. If you cannot make a live session, links to recordings of the talks are available for 48 hours 
after the session. 
 
With the continued warm weather, the risk of outdoor fires and water incidents increases, so please could I 
encourage you to read the attached information from the fire service and RNLI and speak with your child to help 
keep everyone safe. 
 
Bookings for the Schools Out! Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme is now open with fun activities and 
tasty food free of charge to children who are in receipt of benefit-related or targeted Free School Meals, and also 
open to fee-paying families, with the majority of events accessible to children of all abilities. Anyone interested can 
register online: Holiday activities and food (HAF) programme - Dorset Council 
 

https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/
https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=ec362a7fda&e=9cff9bfd9e


Details are also attached of summer events at Magdalen Farm for families with a young person with SEND.  
 

The opportunities continue next week with The Beaminster Festival on Monday and the beginning of our final 
Reading Week, which will be based around favourite children’s books selected by staff. Year 9 have a chance to 
sample a range of courses at Weymouth College on Tuesday, whilst Year 10 have a Post-16 Day at either Yeovil 
College or in our Joint Sixth Form alongside Sir John Colfox students. Year 10 Art students are then off to The 
National and Tate Modern galleries, on Thursday, which is also “Wrong Trousers” non-uniform day for all students 
when there will be a cake sale and an ice cream van on site to help raise money, so students will need to remember 
to bring in some cash of they would like to buy anything (poster attached). 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming all prospective new students and their families on Wednesday 1st July for 
our Summer Open Evening from 5pm until 7pm, with a short presentation at 6pm. This provides an evening to 
explore our grounds and subject areas, speak with staff and to hear about the many opportunities that we offer. 
Please do spread the word to any families who may be interested in attending (poster attached and on the website). 
 
Do also remember that next Friday, July 3rd, we have a Staff Training Day so there will be no students in school. 
 
There was a good response to last week’s reminders about checking Free School Meals and school transport, 
this important information is below again: 
 
Families across Dorset are being encouraged to check now whether their children will be eligible for Free School 
Meals from September 2026 following changes by central government. To prepare for the change, parents or 
carers will need to apply or reapply from 1 June 2026, even if their child already receives Free School Meals 
this school year. Click on the link below for more information, check eligibility and apply using the online checker: 
 
More Dorset children could qualify for free school meals  - Dorset Council 
 
Parents and carers are also being advised to check if their child’s school transport smartcard is due to expire in 
July or at the end of the academic year, and to check whether this is correct. Please contact Dorset Travel for any 
help or further information. School transport - Dorset Council 
 
Now that the weather is not so hot, a reminder that normal school uniform rules will apply again from Monday. 
 
Finally, I do hope that you are all able to cool down this week and catch up on some sleep – though the late 
England World Cup game may not help! 
 
Mr Hales 
Headteacher 
 
This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior permission from the 
school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
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