
BEAMINSTER SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HEADTEACHER 

MR K HALES NPQH 
 

DEPUTY HEAD 

MR R BARNES MEd 
 

ASSISTANT HEAD 

MR K QUIGLEY  
 

Website: www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk     

BEAMINSTER 

DORSET  

DT8 3EP 
 

Tel:  01308 862633 

Absence Line: 01308 861917 
 

Email: office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 

10th July 2026 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
This penultimate full week of term has started the transition to next year as we welcomed another full cohort of 
primary students in to school for their two Year 6 Induction Days, and finalise Year 12 Work Experience for their 
week in the world of work from Monday.  
 
Whether you consider these the start of a journey, or the end, will depend on your own viewpoint, but we can often 
spend too much time worrying about the past, or the future, and just need to take joy from the journey and the 
people we meet along the way, particularly with this glorious weather! 
 
Our incoming Year 7 students certainly took this message to heart with two very positive days of orientation and 
activity. They demonstrated good listening and learning skills in the classroom, developed their confidence to 
explore the school, and have already started to form friendships with pupils from over 26 other primary schools. It 
was then a pleasure to welcome so many new parents and carers in on Wednesday for their New Parent 
Information Evening. Alongside key information about the transition, there was also an opportunity for everyone to 
meet the Year 7 Tutor team. Many thanks to their Head of Year, Ms Gibson, and Ms Jones, for making this such a 
successful few days, there are some photos on our Facebook page.  
 
Against this backdrop of change, we had an extraordinary Summer Concert last night. Having worried about the 
summer temperatures in the hall, Mrs Edwards was then faced with a power cut which meant no microphones, 
lighting, backing music or electric guitars! As always, the students and staff rallied around to provide a unique mix of 
acoustic performances and styles that showcased the amazing talent and skills of our many musicians, and created 
something really rather special. Our thanks to the BSPTA, who are changing their name and will be known as 
FOBS (Friends of Beaminster School) from September, for providing some much needed refreshments during 
this challenging evening, and please do get in touch with them if you would be able to help out with just one event 
next year: friendsofbeaminsterschool@gmail.com 
 
Mrs Rychnovsky took five of our students to The Blandford School for the Dorset Inter-School Science 
Competition on Wednesday. They were set some incredibly challenging tasks and questions to work through, and 
needed to work closely as a team to complete each round. The students were a great credit to the school and came 
in a fantastic second place!  
 
Our Year 10 3D Art students experienced a very rich and stimulating day at Roche Court this week. Students had 
a wonderful opportunity to see a range of different artists’ work to enable them to boost their sketchbook work as 
part of their final GCSE grade. The day included an insightful guided tour of the sculpture park with plenty of 
opportunities to draw and take photographs. The students were great ambassadors for the school and my thanks to 
Mr Hyde and Mr James for organising. 
 
There was also a cracking Year 7 and 8 West Dorset Cricket Final against Wey Valley, on Wednesday. Through 
very tidy bowling from Freddie Golledge and Fox Mahoney, great catching from Tristan Hunt in the deep, and Harris 
Lancaster behind the stumps, we restricted Wey Valley to 99-2. Cameron Lamb and Tristan Hunt then opened up a 
strong response, reaching 99-0, before losing their wickets just one run away. A couple of well-defended balls then 
saw the winning run and very generous applause for our opponents. Congratulations to all involved for a wonderful 
afternoon of cricket!  
 
On Monday, Year 8 are all involved in a Science enrichment half-day. The students will either be working with the 
National Space Agency or undertaking environmental surveys around our grounds to develop practical skills and 
identify organisms. 
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We are also very much looking forward to our next school show, in January, which will be The Sound of Music. 
Auditions are taking place after school next week, with all students welcome. Year 10, 11 and 12 auditions will be 
after school on Monday, Year 9 on Tuesday and Years 7 and 8 on Wednesday (audition poster attached). 
 
We are looking to run our Sports Day across two mornings next week, when it is cooler. On Tuesday we will hold 
Field Events during periods 1 and 2, followed by Track Events on Wednesday morning. Although we are always at 
the whim of the weather, we hope to provide this enjoyable opportunity if we can and will update you on Monday. 
 
Due to the ongoing hot weather, the temporary uniform adjustments will remain in place until the end of the 
day on Tuesday 14th July. 
 
Over the coming week we will be holding Celebration Assemblies for each year group to recognise the 
engagement of students in school and their many and varied talents. As Year 9 move from KS3 to KS4 and prepare 
for the start of their GCSE programmes, we will be holding an extended assembly for them on Wednesday. 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS ABOUT CHANGES TO FREE SCHOOL MEALS - ACTION REQUIRED 
Families across Dorset are being encouraged to check now whether their children will be eligible for Free School 
Meals from September 2026 following changes by central government.  
 
To prepare for the change, parents or carers will need to apply or reapply from 1 June 2026, even if their child 
already receives Free School Meals this school year. Click on the link below for more information, check 
eligibility and apply using the online checker:  
 
More Dorset children could qualify for free school meals  - Dorset Council 
 
More details can be found in the attached letter. 
 
SCHOOL TRANSPORT 
Parents and carers are also being advised to check if their child’s school transport smartcard is due to expire in 
July or at the end of the academic year, and to check whether this is correct. Please contact Dorset Travel for any 
help or further information.  
 
School transport - Dorset Council 
 
A couple of end of year reminders for all students to return any library books to the library by Wednesday 15th 
July please, and to clear their lockers and return the keys to Mrs Thorne in Reception by Friday 15th July. All 
lockers will be reallocated in September. We are also very happy to receive any text books that are no longer 
needed. 
 
We will finish the week with our usual End of Year Assembly on Friday morning, with the fun and frolics of the final 
Mr Quigley Raffle at the end of the day. 
 
Photos from the Year 11 Prom are now ready to view on the link below, the access code is 220526: 
 
https://paulhaighphotography.pic-time.com/client/beaminster-y11-2026-prom 
 
Information is also attached that may be of interest to some families: The Beaminster Area Team Summer Events 
calendar, Bridport Tennis Club Open Day, an exciting online Jurassic Coast event for budding scientists and fossil 
hunters, and Prout Bridge Games Club. 
 
We have current vacancies for a Lead First Aid/Admin Officer, a Teaching Assistant in our Communication and 
Interaction Hub, and a School Cleaner. Full details and how to apply are on the Staff Vacancies page of the school 
website: Beaminster School Staff Vacancies The information is also on our Facebook page so please do feel free to 
share. 
 
Additionally, Aspens Services, our catering provider are seeking a Chef/Manager Join Grow Thrive Jobs - Chef 
Manager (please note that this is not a school post).  
 
Finally, there will be another late night of suffering on Saturday, so I do hope that you all can get some recuperation 
this weekend.  

 
Mr Hales 
Headteacher 
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