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Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
Welcome to the 2022 Courses Booklet.  

Our options process is well established and rooted in our school values of Ambition, Service and 
Kindness. As such, our intention is for all pupils to receive a high quality and challenging 
education that prepares them for life in the 21

st
 century; that pupils are equipped to compete 

locally, nationally, and internationally; that pupils are able to develop academic and personal 
confidence, developing an enjoyment of learning and enabling success at the next stage of their 
education and in their adult working life.  

All students are placed on programmes of study that will maximise their opportunities at the end 
of Year 11.  In Years 10 and 11 we encourage students to want to develop and explore their own 
interests. However, this has to be balanced against the national picture, Government 
expectations, and need for a breadth of curriculum. The age at which students can really 
specialise in certain areas is 16.  

It is of vital importance that the programme of study followed in Years 10 and 11 opens doors and 
develops opportunities, rather than limits. To this end, and being a school that is so heavily 
invested in the individual, we have developed a number of routes forward.  

Entry onto a route is based on data and information from Key 
Stage 2, as well as through a pupilôs time in school to date, 
feedback from subject staff, oversight of the Head of Year and 
Tutor and, of course, discussion with the student.  

The routes are designed to promote a breadth of study, while 
supporting those students for whom the new grade 4 in English 
and Maths will be crucial. These routes are explained in more 
depth later in this booklet, and should you have any concerns 
we would welcome the opportunity to discuss these with 
parents. 

Please note that the first stage in this process is a survey of all 
students to get their initial ideas about courses for next year 
(following their identified route). This information will then be 
used to collate the final option columns from which subject choices will later be made (the 
second stage in the process). While we will try and accommodate as many preferences as 
possible we will be unable to satisfy all combinations.  

To this end, students should see the initial survey as a starting point, and expect to have to 
make changes before their final selection. You can rest assured that sympathetic consideration 
will be given to the needs of every individual. However, we do reserve the right to make the final 
decision on choices, in consultation with you, depending on timetable and staffing constraints, 
appropriateness of courses, or where low numbers may preclude us from running a particular 
course.  

As an inclusive school that has high aspirations for all, we seek to ensure that our students follow 
courses that will allow them to achieve qualifications that will put them in the very best position to 
make choices at 16 and beyond. We are proud of all our students and their achievements across 
the curriculum. 

Should you have any concerns or queries please do not hesitate to contact your childôs Tutor, Mr 
Stevens or me at your earliest convenience, and we look forward to working with you on these 
important choices and decisions.  

Mr R Barnes 
Assistant Head 
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Process 

 

 

Year 9 into 10 course booklet issued 

 

 

 

Route letter (sent out after half term)  

advising students which route has been identified for them  

 

Initial interest survey via MS Forms 

 

 

 

 

Interest forms returned 

These are then used to devise the final Option blocks 

 

 

 

 

Option blocks published  

 

 

 

 

Option forms returned and final discussions with students before options are confirmed. 

 

 

While the process can seem daunting, it does run smoothly,  
even during the last two years of lockdown! 

 

We will always seek to balance student interests,  

however, the school reserves the right to amend a studentôs curriculum  

should we feel it does not have sufficient breadth 
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Course Selection 
 

Courses for 2022 
All students follow a timetable of fifty lessons per fortnight (30 compulsory hours and 20 hours 
based on their route). Each lesson is one hour long.  
 

All mainstream students will have 8 periods of English, 7 periods of Maths, 9 periods of Science, 3 
of Personal and Religious Studies (PSE, GCSE RS plus Careers) and 3 of PE/Games. 
 

There are no formal tutor lessons for Year 10, but students will be seen on an individual or small 
group basis by their tutors to check on progress and deal with any problems. Academic 
Monitoring Day in November provides an early opportunity to review student progress.  
 

All students will have access to ICT facilities for the production of coursework etc during Key 
Stage 4. There will be technical assistance available to students in the ICT room for as much of 
the time as possible. All students have access to Microsoft Office, both in school and out through 
Office365, accessed via the studentsô school email address. Every student is entitled to undertake 
a fortnight of work experience during Year 10. This provides a relevant insight into the world of 
work and develops key skills.  
 

Key Questions for Parents 

What subjects do students enjoy and are good at? 

 

¶ The place to start ï what will motivate them? 
¶ What will they learn? 
¶ What skills will they develop? 
 

Which route has the school identified for my child? 
 

¶ Do they understand the need to have plenty of opportunities available to 
them later on? 

¶ Can my child see where they might be headed in two or four yearsô time? 
¶ Is my child ensuring they have as much breadth to their curriculum as 
possible, or are they limiting themselves? 

 
Something new?  
 

¶ Could new subjects give them a fresh challenge? 
 

How do students like to learn? 

 

¶ Listen - do, individual ï group, quantity of reading, research, reports, 
investigations ... 

 
What are the studentôs interests? 

 

¶ Projects, helping people, being outdoors, designing or making? 
 
Does the student have a particular career path in mind? 

 

¶ Some jobs require specific qualifications, but most do not at this early stage 
¶ Keep an open mind and consider opportunities post 16. 

 
The most important thing is to keep their options open by choosing a broad and balanced range of 
subjects. The school will offer advice and direction with the aim of allowing students to maximise 
their opportunities at the end of Year 11. 
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About the Ebacc. 
 

At various points in the Year 9 into 10 process óEbaccô is mentioned. Ebacc is short for English 
Baccalaureate and it refers to a particular combination of subjects. The Government expects 
schools to have the majority of students taking this combination of qualifications. As such, this 
means a majority of students at Beaminster will follow this combination. 
 
Subjects included in the Ebacc are: 
 

English Language   
English Literature                          Core Subjects  
Maths            (Science is also available as an Option as is Computer Science) 
Science 
 
     A study by UCL Institute of Education shows that studying subjects 
French    included in the Ebacc provides students with greater opportunities 
Geography or History in Further Education. Sutton Trust research reveals the Ebacc can 
     help improve a young personôs performance in English and Maths
     (Source: www.gov.uk)  

 
Why does the school refer to the Ebacc? 
The school takes the view (and always has) that a broad range of subjects, taken through years 10 
and 11, enable pupils to make the best choices post 16 when they can really specialise in terms of 
their curriculum. 
 
English, Maths, Science, French and Geography or History, when combined with other creative, 
technology or sport subjects, represent a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 
In an ever changing world our aim is that our students are ready 
and able to compete locally, nationally and internationally with 
other young people in a world that is rapidly changing.  
 
Students identified for Green Route will follow the MFL option 
(French), as well as Geography or History.  
 
Students on the Purple Route will take, as part of their options, two Ebacc subjects. 
 
Students identified on Blue Route are strongly advised to take this combination as part of their 
Year 10 and 11 studies but will have to select at least one of the Ebacc subjects as part of their 
final choices. 
 
Red Route. Students following this route select from the range of subjects, however, because of 
the additional requirements for their route, they are welcome to select from one of the Ebacc 
subjects, or from the wider range.  
 
Yellow Route. Students must select one Ebacc subject in addition to Study Support. 
 
All students will have two free subject choices. 
 
In our last Ofsted inspection, our curriculum pathways were reviewed and found to closely meet 
the needs of our students, whilst preparing them for the widest range of career pathways, including 
entry into the top universities as well as apprenticeship programmes.  
 
Ofsted did however also recognise that the school needs to continue to raise the aspirations of 
students in Key Stage 3, and these routes form part of that process.  
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The Routes Forward 

There are various routes forward at KS4. Studentsô routes have been identified by the school and 
their route letter (issued after half term) should be read in conjunction with this booklet before 
submitting their initial interest forms and then later their final option form. 

How have Routes been selected? 
We have considered what we know about students based on their time with us and their school 
performance from Year 6 to date, using the knowledge and experience of their tutors and teachers. 
We have also considered what has happened in the rest of Dorset and on a national level, as the 
combination of subjects students study has evolved. We are also maximising future opportunities 
for students through a breadth of subjects students. 

Blue Route  
Must select at least one Ebacc option (but are welcome to select more than one) and are advised 

to take a broad range of subjects, which can include: 
 

¶ A creative / arts / sports based subject (Art, Creative Media, Drama, Music, PE) 

¶ A Science or Technology 

¶ History / Geography 

¶ French (MFL) 

 

Green Route  
Will take, as part of their programme of study:  
 

¶ History / Geography (students are welcome to select both of these subjects) 

¶ French (MFL) 

¶ Two other choices (e.g. creative / arts / sports based / a science / technology). 

 

This means students will study the range of qualifications known as the Ebacc or English 

Baccalaureate (Maths, English, Science, Geography or History, French (MFL).)  

This is in-line with many other schools nationally. The Government expects schools to have the 

majority of students taking this combination. 

 

Purple Route  
Must select at least two subjects from the Ebacc list, and then have two other choices (e.g. 
creative / arts / sports based / a science / technology). 

 

 

Red Route 
Some students, who have been identified by the school, may wish to follow a more work related 

vocational route, selecting a course that best matches their interests and aspirations. Our aim is 

always to place students on courses where they will have the maximum chance of success, and 

with more courses and opportunities post-16 requiring success in Maths and English, we have 

included a support option which will allow pupils to receive extra input in these key areas, boosting 

their chances of successfully securing post-16 routes. Students following the Red route may go on 

to follow a vocational course at college, or take up an apprenticeship after Year 11.  

 

Red route students select study support as 1 option, a work related qualification as 1 option and 

then select 2 options from the remaining subjects. 
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Yellow Route 
Our aim is always to place students on courses where they will have the maximum chance of 

success, and with more courses and opportunities post-16 requiring a Grade 4 in Maths and 

English, we have included a support option which will allow pupils to receive extra input in these 

key areas, boosting their chances of successfully securing post-16 routes.  

 

The Yellow route will also allow students time to be supported in additional study and non-GCSE 

qualifications, and underpins our desire for all our students to achieve the qualifications they need 

to enable them to progress seamlessly on to the next stage of their education or career.  

Yellow route students = 1 option (study support) + 1 Ebacc subject and 2 options from columns. 

 

All students have two ñfreeò choices. 

 

All students are entering two year courses for their GCSEs. They are not able to drop out of 

courses and are required to follow a full curriculum. 
 

We recognise that some students and their parents will have particular views and therefore parents 

with any queries should contact Mr Stevens or Mr Barnes. However, the initial survey is only the 

first step and further discussions can take place when the final Options columns are issued. 

 

Boards   
AQA   Assessment and Qualifications Alliance  

BTEC  Applied learning Qualifications (BTEC Introductory Level 1) 

EDEXCEL  University of London Examination and Assessment Centre  

NCFE  National educational awarding organisation 

OCR   Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations  

WJEC   Welsh Joint Education Committee  

 
 

 

Additional Information 

You may find the following link to what qualification levels mean on Gov.uk useful:  

https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/overview 
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What are the Routes? 
 

ALL students will study 30 ñcoreò hours of English, Maths, Science, PRS and PE. Depending on 
their route, students will need to choose their other courses as shown below. 
 

 

      

Red 

Route 

Compulsory 
Core hours 

Study Support 
Work Related 
Qualification 

Choice 1 Choice 2 

Yellow 
Route 

Compulsory 
Core hours 

Study Support Ebacc Subject Choice 2 Choice 3 

 

Blue 

Route 

  

Compulsory 
Core hours 

EBacc Subject Choice 1 Choice 2 Choice 3 

Green 

Route 

Compulsory 
Core hours 

French 
όŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅύ 

 
 

Choose EITHER 
Geography OR 

History 
  

Choice 1 Choice 2 

 

 

Purple 

Route 

  

Compulsory 
Core hours 

  

  

EBacc Subject 

  

  
  

EBacc Subject 

  

  

  

  

Choice 1 

  

  

Choice 2 



мл 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



мм 

 

  
 

 

Core  
Subjects  

 
Taken by  
All Students 
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 Students will study GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature. These are separate courses, which lead to two separate 
GCSE qualifications.  
 

GCSE English Language 
This involves the development of reading and writing skills.  
 
There will be no coursework. Instead, students will be prepared for two 
examinations. 
 
The first will assess comprehension skills based on one unseen fiction 
extract, alongside a descriptive writing task. The second exam will also 
assess comprehension, but questions will be set on two non-fiction 
texts ranging from the 19th-21st centuries.  
 
Paper 1: One unseen fiction extract along with four comprehension 
questions. One descriptive/narrative writing task. 
 
Paper 2: Two unseen non-fiction extracts along with four 
comprehension questions. One persuasive writing task. 
 
Speaking and listening skills will be assessed separately and students 
will have to complete one presentation on a topic of their choice. 
 
 

GCSE English Literature 
English Literature explores a range of prose, drama and poetry texts. 
There will be no coursework. Instead, students will be prepared for two 
exams. 
 
The first exam will assess ñRomeo and Julietò and ñA Christmas Carolò. 
The second exam will assess a modern play (ñAn Inspector Callsò), an 
anthology of ñPower and Conflictò poetry, as well as unseen poetry.  
 
Students will be taught to read texts critically and thoughtfully, and then 
write about them analytically and precisely. 
 
 
 
Both English Language and Literature will develop independent 
reading and writing skills in our students so that they take ownership of 
their own learning. It is essential that students are organised with their 
notes as all texts and questions studied will be assessed at the end of 
Year 11. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

CORE SUBJECT 
TAKEN BY ALL 
STUDENTS 

 
 

English 
Language 
and  
English 
Literature  
 
AQA 
8700 
8702 

 

Allocation of marks:   
Examinations  100%  
 
Spoken Language 
Non-examined 
assessment: to be 
reported separately 
on the certificate 

 

Allocation of marks:   
Examinations 100%  
 
 
 
 
 



мо 

 

 

 
 
All students continue to study mathematics in Key Stage 4 covering the 
areas defined in the National Curriculum: 
 
¶ Number 
¶ Algebra 
¶ Ratio, proportion and rate of change 
¶ Geometry and measures  
¶ Probability 
¶ Statistics 
 

Students will continue to be taught in ability groups and will be entered 
for the GCSE examination. 
 
The GCSE has two tiers of entry ï Foundation and Higher ï and both 
tiers allow students to attain a grade 5.  
 
Every student will be encouraged to aim for the highest level within their 
capabilities.  
 
There are three examinations at the end of Year 11, one non-calculator, 
the other two with calculator allowed. 
 
 
Entry Tier 
Grades available: 
Foundation  1ï5 
Higher   4ï9 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

CORE SUBJECT 
TAKEN BY ALL 
STUDENTS 

 
Maths  
 

AQA 
8300F 
or 
8300H 

Allocation of 
marks:  
Examination 100%  
End of  
Year 11 only 
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During Year 10 students will be taught in ability groups based on their 
performance at Key Stage 3. They will have 9 lessons per fortnight in 
which they will be taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate 
subjects by subject specialists.  They will be studying the ñAQA Trilogyò 
course.  This qualification is linear, so students will sit all their exams at 
the end of the course. They will be awarded 2 GCSEs. 
 
Throughout Year 10 and Year 11 students will cover the following 
topics: 
 
Biology 
1.   Cell biology 
2.   Organisation 
3.   Infection and response 
4.   Bioenergetics 
5.   Homeostasis and response 
6.   Inheritance, variation and evolution 
7.   Ecology. 
 
Chemistry 
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table 
2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 
3. Quantitative chemistry 
4. Chemical changes 
5. Energy changes 
6. The rate and extent of chemical change 
7. Organic chemistry 
8. Chemical analysis 
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere 
10. Using resources. 
 
Physics 
1.   Energy 
2.   Electricity 
3.   Particle model of matter 
4.   Atomic structure 
5.   Forces 
6.   Waves 
7.   Magnetism and electromagnetism. 
 
Assessments 
There are six papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. 
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from 
distinct topic areas, are 1 hour 15minutes long and are worth 16.7% of 
the final grade.  
 
The practical aspect of science will be examined in the final exams.  It is 
expected that students complete ñRequired Practical Activitiesò as part 
of their normal lessons. 

 

 
 
 

CORE SUBJECT 
TAKEN BY ALL 
STUDENTS 

 
Science  
 
AQA  
Combined  
Science  
Trilogy 8464 
 
Allocation of 
marks: 
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All students in KS4 follow a GCSE in Religious Studies that will lead to a 
full GCSE qualification. This course started in Year 9 with studies about 
the beliefs, teachings and practices within Judaism and Christianity. 
This course satisfies the legal requirements for RE and will allow the 
students to gain a GCSE grade following external examinations in Year 
11. The PRS lessons will also cover Life Studies (PSE) topics such as 
sex education and careers input.  
 
The course will help students become knowledgeable on a range of 
current issues, create a sense of responsibility, understand and respect 
the views of others, understand how British values have emerged, 
develop their communication skills and use reasoned argument 
supported by a range of evidence to respond to religious belief, moral 
issues and ultimate questions, recognising the complexity of issues. 
Students critically approach a range of views both religious and non-
religious  
 

The course enables students to explore issues through the lenses of 
theology, philosophy, sociology and psychology. By understanding what 
other people think, pupils will be able to make more sense of their 
world. Students will consider a range of views, both religious and non-
religious.  
 
The course followed is AQA Religious Studies A. The subject is seen by 
many as being very important, not least for it historical and cultural 
illumination, as well as its ability to help pupils understand other areas 
of study, for example, English Literature. A view endorsed by the 
prominent atheist Richard Dawkins in 2017. 
 
Relationships and Families 
Teaching about nature and purpose of families in the 21st century, sex, 
marriage, cohabitation and divorce. The roles of men and women and 
gender equality. 
 
Religion, Peace, Conflict 
Violence, war, pacifism, terrorism, just war theory, holy war, weapons 
of mass destruction, concepts of justice, 
forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 
Religion and Life 

A study of ethical and philosophical issues 
surrounding: abortion, euthanasia, origins of the 
universe, value of the world and human 
responsibility to it, use and abuse of animals. 
 
Religion, Crime and Punishment 

A study of ethical and philosophical issues 
surrounding: corporal punishment, death penalty, 
causes of crime, types of crime, forgiveness. 
 

The 1998 Education Act reaffirmed that RE should be a compulsory 
subject, though parents have always had the option of withdrawing their 
children from RE lessons on the grounds of their conscience.  

 

CORE SUBJECT 
TAKEN BY ALL 
STUDENTS 

 

Personal 
and  
Religious 
Studies  
 
AQA 
Religious 
Studies A 
8062NA 
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Subject 
Details 

 
Select from the following 
courses according to the  
identified route being taken 

 
 

French (MFL) is a  
Core Subject for those  
on the Green Route 
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 The GCSE Art/Sculpture course is suited to those students who enjoy 
working within the Art department and are enthusiastic about expressing 
their ideas through the process of making. 
 
Sketchbooks are used extensively to record, observe and develop 
ideas. Students are taught to draw using a range of techniques and 
materials. They learn to work with pencil, black biro, charcoal, graphite, 
paint and various other media. All students make huge progress with 
their drawing skills throughout this course. 
 
The course focuses on the three main traditional sculptural techniques: 
Carving, Constructing and Modelling. Students are taught to work with 
clay, plaster, wood, wire, papier-mache and found materials. 
 
Techniques are taught through a series of projects inspired by the work 
of Artists and Sculptors from around the world. In Year 11 students are 
confident and skilled enough to explore their own ideas independently, 
using any relevant materials or techniques they prefer.  
 
The course requires students to produce a substantial package of 
coursework (60%) and a final exam project (40%). 
 
Students work hard in an enjoyable, focused, yet fun working 
environment. 
 
Comments from current Year 10 and Year 11 students: 
 
ñIt is great fun and really enjoyableò 
 
ñTurning our designs into real sculptures is brilliant!ò 
 
ñThereôs a great atmosphere in the room when weôre all making things.ò 
 

 

Please note that students cannot study both 3D Sculpture and Art and 
Design. 

3D  
Sculpture 
AQA 8202 

Fine Art 
 
Allocation 
marks: 
Coursework 60% 
Controlled test 
40%  
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Do you enjoy creative mixed media and Art?  
Art and the Arts engage our brains like nothing else. The 
physical act of using our hands and minds to draw, paint and 
make artwork is hugely beneficial to our wellbeing. If you 
enjoy making, thinking, doing, reflecting, working with 
independence, problem solving, imagination and 
creativity then this is the course for you. 
 
This is a really exciting and rewarding course in which 
you will experience and gain knowledge of many different 
types of art, hone your existing skills and try many new 
techniques and materials. We aim to build your skills and in turn 
confidence. Well-structured and taught projects lead to a sense 
of personal accomplishment and a portfolio of work to submit for 
your GCSE, and also to be really proud of. 
 
Year 10: Mark Making Project 
In Year 10 we explore mark making; using dip pens and fine liner pens 
to create forms and shapes in space looking at some graphic and 
illustration art to help us. We explore the techniques of the 
Impressionists and show you how to make a garden painting inspired by 
Monet. 
 
Year 10: Collage Project 
This is an experimental mixed media project exploring a range of styles 
with art materials, photography and digital options.  
 

Year 11 
We start with a natural forms project and a series of workshop lessons 
exploring observing form, structure and composition, studying artists 
Georgia OôKeeffe and Henry Moore to make our outcomes. This is 
followed by a gallery visit to the exciting Tate Modern. Here you can 
experience artistsô work in person to inspire you in a final project of your 
own choice. Depending on your interests, this could combine drawing, 
painting, collage, mixed media, three-dimension, digital art, photography 
or film.  
 
GCSE art is fun and enjoyably challenging. We aim to 
broaden your knowledge of Art and Design and give you an 
experience of all that it can be. Art is for everyone. It is also 
the starting point for many careers in the arts. Our art 
students have gone on to study graphics, product design, 
illustration, fine art, architecture and animation. 
 

The course requires students to produce a substantial package of 
coursework (60%) and a controlled practical test (40%). All the work is 
completed under the guidance and support of Art Department staff. 
 

Some comments from previous Year 11 Art students: 
ñThe course is a creative release that is different from other subjectsò 
ñI found my artistic skills have really improved drastically!ò 
ñI found the course rewarding and satisfyingò 
 

Please note that students cannot study both Art and Design and 3D 
Sculpture. 

Art and 

Design 
AQA 8201 
 
 
Allocation 
marks: 
Coursework 60% 
Controlled test 
40%  

 


